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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 9 recites the limitation 'libCsecond recessed portion" in line 9. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Should claim 9 depend from claim 8 
instead of claim 7? 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 4-7 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sato 



(JP 10117644). 



Sato discloses a spinning reel comprising: 
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a handle 1 ; 

a reel unit rotatably supporting the handle; 
a spool 4 being attached to said the unit; and 

a rotor 3 being rotatively attached to the reel unit and having first 31 and second 32 rotor 
arms that are pivotable between a line-guiding position and a line-releasing position; and 

a first bail support member 40 and a second bail support member 42 being pivotably 
mounted to respective ends of the first and rotor arms; 

a fixed shaft 48 having first and second ends, the first end being fixedly coupled to the 
first bail support member 40; 

a fixed shaft cover 44 fixedly coupled to the second end of the fixed shaft 48, the fixed 
shaft cover being 44 spaced apart from the first bail support member 40, a line roller 45 being 
rotatively supported on the fixed shaft 48, the line roller 45 having a roller formed thereon, the 
line roller being configured to guide the fishing line around a peripheral surface thereof; and 

a bail 46 having first and second ends and being configured to guide the fishing line over 
the fixed shaft cover 44 to the line roller 45, the first end of the bail being fixedly coupled to the 
second bail support member, the second end of the bail being fixedly coupled to the fixed shaft 
cover 44, the bail being curved outward in a circumferential direction with respect to the spool 4, 
the fixed shaft cover 44 including, 

a first guide portion 44b being configured to guide fishing line round its outer periphery, 
and a first recessed portion 44d being disposed to interpose the second end of the bail 46 
between the first recessed 44d portion and the first guide portion 44b ? the first recessed portion 
being formed by making a portion of the fixed shaft cover 44 closest to the spool 4 recessed. 
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In regards to claims 4 and 10, Sato discloses the fixed shaft 48 and the fixed shaft cover 
as a one-piece member. 

Claims 1, 4-7 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yasui et al. (US 6,311,913). 

Yasui discloses a spinning reel comprising: 
a handle 1; 

a reel unit rotatably supporting the handle; 
a spool 4 being attached to said the unit; and 

a rotor 3 being rotatively attached to the reel unit and having first and second rotor arms 
that are pivotable between a line-guiding position and a line-releasing position; and 

a first bail support member and a second bail support member being pivotably mounted 
to respective ends of the first and rotor arms; 

a fixed shaft, as seen in Figure 2, having first and second ends, the first end being fixedly 
coupled to the first bail support member; 

a fixed shaft cover fixedly coupled to the second end of the fixed shaft, the fixed shaft 
cover being spaced apart from the first bail support member, a line roller 9 being rotatively 
supported on the fixed shaft, the line roller 9 having a roller formed thereon, the line roller being 
configured to guide the fishing line around a peripheral surface thereof; and 

a bail 1 1 having first and second ends and being configured to guide the fishing line over 
the fixed shaft cover to the line roller 9, the first end of the bail being fixedly coupled to the 
second bail support member, the second end of the bail being fixedly coupled to the fixed shaft 
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cover, the bail being curved outward in a circumferential direction with respect to the spool 4, 
the fixed shaft cover including, 

a first guide portion, as seen in Figure 2, being configured to guide fishing line round its 
outer periphery, and a first recessed portion 10 being disposed to interpose the second end of the 
bail 1 1 between the first recessed 10 portion and the first guide portion, the first recessed portion 
being formed by making a portion of the fixed shaft cover closest to the spool 4 recessed. 

In regards to claims 4 and 10, Yasui discloses the fixed shaft and the fixed shaft cover as 
a one-piece member. 

Claims 1-3. 5-9 and 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Amano et al. (US 5,848,757). 

Amano discloses a spinning reel comprising: 
a handle 80; 

a reel unit rotatably supporting the handle; 
a spool S being attached to said the unit; and 

a rotor 1 being rotatively attached to the reel unit and having first 2 and second rotor arms 
that are pivotable between a line-guiding position and a line-releasing position; and 

a first bail support member 3 and a second bail support member being pivotably mounted 
to respective ends of the first and rotor arms; 

a fixed shaft 7 having first and second ends, the first end being fixedly coupled to the first 
bail support member 3; 
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a fixed shaft cover 6 fixedly coupled to the second end of the fixed shaft 7, the fixed shaft 
cover being 6 spaced apart from the first bail support member 3, a line roller 8 being rotatively 
supported on the fixed shaft 7, the line roller 8 having a roller formed thereon, the line roller 
being configured to guide the fishing line around a peripheral surface thereof; and 

a bail 5 having first and second ends and being configured to guide the fishing line over 
the fixed shaft cover 10 to the line roller 8, the first end of the bail being fixedly coupled to the 
second bail support member, the second end of the bail being fixedly coupled to the fixed shaft 
cover 6, the bail being curved outward in a circumferential direction with respect to the spool S, 
the fixed shaft cover 6 including, 

a first guide portion 1 1 being configured to guide fishing line round its outer periphery, 
and a first recessed portion 15 being disposed to interpose the second end of the bail 5 between 
the first recessed 1 5 portion and the first guide portion 1 1 , the first recessed portion being formed 
by making a portion of the fixed shaft cover 6 closest to the spool S recessed. 

In regards to claims 2 and 8, Amano discloses the fixed shaft cover 6 further includes a 
second recessed portion 100 disposed such that the second end of the bail 5 is inteposed between 
the second recessed portion 100 and the first guide portion 1 1, the first recessed portion 15 being 
disposed to connect at least partially with the second recessed portion 100 on a side closer to said 
line roller 8, as seen in Figures 2-3. 

In regards to claims 3 and 9, Amano discloses fixed shaft cover 21 further includes, a 
conical portion smoothly joined with said second end of the bail 5 near an apex of the conical 
portion, and a cylindrical portion smoothly attached to a bottom surface of the conical portion on 
a side closer to the line roller 8, the cylindrical portion having a diameter that is substantially 
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equal to that of the bottom surface of the conical portion, and the second recessed portion is 
formed in the conical portion, while the first recessed portion is formed in said cylindrical 
portion. 

Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Matsuda (US 
6,637,690 B2). 

Matsuda discloses a spinning reel comprising: 
a handle 3; 

a reel unit rotatably supporting the handle; 
a spool being attached to said the unit; and 

a rotor 5 being rotatively attached to the reel unit and having first and second rotor arms 
that are pivotable between a line-guiding position and a line-releasing position; and 

a first bail support member 1 1 and a second bail support member being pivotably 
mounted to respective ends of the first and rotor arms; 

a fixed shaft 17 having first and second ends, the first end being fixedly coupled to the 
first bail support member 1 1 ; 

a fixed shaft cover 21 fixedly coupled to the second end of the fixed shaft 17, the fixed 
shaft cover being spaced apart from the first bail support member 1 1 , a line roller 23 being 
rotatively supported on the fixed shaft 17, the line roller 23 having a roller formed thereon, the 
line roller being configured to guide the fishing line around a peripheral surface thereof, and 

a bail 13 having first and second ends and being configured to guide the fishing line over 
the fixed shaft cover 21 to the line roller 23, the first end of the bail being fixedly coupled to the 
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second bail support member, the second end of the bail being fixedly coupled to the fixed shaft 
cover 21, the bail being curved outward in a circumferential direction with respect to the spool, 
the fixed shaft cover 21 including, 

a first guide portion, as seen in Figures 2-6, being configured to guide fishing line round 
its outer periphery, and a first recessed portion being disposed to interpose the second end of the 
bail 15 between the first recessed portion and the first guide portion, the first recessed portion 
being formed by making a portion of the fixed shaft cover 21 closest to the spool recessed. 

In regards to claims 2 and 8, Matsuda discloses the fixed shaft cover 21 further includes a 
second recessed portion disposed such that the second end of the bail 1 5 is inteposed between the 
second recessed portion and the first guide portion, the first recessed portion being disposed to 
connect at least partially with the second recessed portion on a side closer to said line roller 23, 
as seen in Figures 2-6. 

In regards to claims 3 and 9, Matsuda discloses fixed shaft cover 21 further includes, a 
conical portion smoothly joined with said second end of the bail 1 5 near an apex of the conical 
portion, and a cylindrical portion smoothly attached to a bottom surface of the conical portion on 
a side closer to the line roller 23, the cylindrical portion having a diameter that is substantially 
equal to that of the bottom surface of the conical portion, and the second recessed portion is 
formed in the conical portion, while the first recessed portion is formed in said cylindrical 
portion. 

In regards to claims 4 and 10, Matsuda discloses the fixed shaft 21 and the fixed shaft 
cover as a one-piece member. 
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Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sugawara (US 
6,572,042 B2). 

Sugawara discloses a spinning reel comprising: 
a handle 1; 

a reel unit rotatably supporting the handle; 
a spool 4 being attached to said the unit; and 

a rotor 3 being rotatively attached to the reel unit and having first 5 and second 6 rotor 
arms that are pivotable between a line-guiding position and a line-releasing position; and 

a first bail support member 8 and a second bail support member 9 being pivotably 
mounted to respective ends of the first and rotor arms; 

a fixed shaft 10 having first and second ends, the first end being fixedly coupled to the 
first bail support member 8; 

a fixed shaft cover 1 1 fixedly coupled to the second end of the fixed shaft 10, the fixed 
shaft cover being 1 1 spaced apart from the first bail support member 8, a line roller 12 being 
rotatively supported on the fixed shaft 10, the line roller 12 having a roller formed thereon, the 
line roller being configured to guide the fishing line around a peripheral surface thereof; and 

a bail 13 having first and second ends and being configured to guide the fishing line over 
the fixed shaft cover 1 1 to the line roller 12, the first end of the bail being fixedly coupled to the 
second bail support member, the second end of the bail being fixedly coupled to the fixed shaft 
cover 10, the bail being curved outward in a circumferential direction with respect to the spool 4, 
the fixed shaft cover 1 1 including, 
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a first guide portion 1 lb being configured to guide fishing line round its outer periphery, 
and a first recessed portion 1 Id being disposed to interpose the second end of the bail 13 
between the first recessed 1 Id portion and the first guide portion 1 lb, the first recessed portion 
being formed by making a portion of the fixed shaft cover 1 1 closest to the spool 4 recessed. 

In regards to claims 2 and 8, Sugawara discloses the fixed shaft cover 1 1 further includes 
a second recessed portion, as seen in Figure 3, disposed such that the second end of the bail 13 is 
inteposed between the second recessed portion and the first guide portion 1 lb, the first recessed 
portion 1 Id being disposed to connect at least partially with the second recessed portion on a side 
closer to said line roller 12, as seen in Figures 2-3. 

In regards to claims 3 and 9, Sugawara discloses fixed shaft cover 1 1 further includes, a 
conical portion smoothly joined with said second end of the bail 13 near an apex 1 la of the 
conical portion, and a cylindrical portion smoothly attached to a bottom surface of the conical 
portion on a side closer to the line roller 12, the cylindrical portion having a diameter that is 
substantially equal to that of the bottom surface of the conical portion, and the second recessed 
portion is formed in the conical portion, while the first recessed portion is formed in said 
cylindrical portion. 

In regards to claims 4 and 10, Sugawara discloses the fixed shaft 10 and the fixed shaft 
cover 1 1 as a one-piece member. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Evan H Langdon whose telephone number is (703)-306-5768. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kathy Matecki can be reached on (703)-308-2688. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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